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Below you will find essays that describe various experiential, inquiry-based, and multi-model approaches 
to teaching disciplinary thinking.  
 

Humanities Division 
 
Ardizzone, T., Breithaupt, F., and Gutjahr, P. (2004). “Decoding the Humanities” In Decoding The 

Disciplines: Helping Students Learn Disciplinary Ways of Thinking (pp. 45-56). Wiley Periodicals. 
 
Donald, J. G. (2002). Criticism and creativity: Thinking in the humanities. In Donald, J. G. (2002). 

Learning to think: Disciplinary perspectives. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. (pp. 232-270). 
 
 
English Literature & Creative Writing 
 
Chick, N. (2009). “Unpacking a Signature Pedagogy in Literary Studies.” In Exploring Signature 

Pedagogies: Approaches to Teaching Disciplinary Habits of Mind (pp. 36-59). Stylus Publishing. 
 
Cromwell, L. (2005). Reading and responding to literature. In Tim Riordan & James Roth (Eds.) 

Disciplines as frameworks for student learning: Teaching the practice of the disciplines (pp 77-93).  
Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing. 

 
Heinert, J., & Chick, N. L. (2017). Reacting in literary studies: Crossing the threshold from quality to 

meaning. Arts and Humanities in Higher Education, 16(3), 320-330. 
 
Meacham, R.. (2009). “Vision and Re-vision in Creative Writing Pedagogy.” In Exploring Signature 

Pedagogies: Approaches to Teaching Disciplinary Habits of Mind (pp. 59-80). Stylus Publishing. 
 
Stukenberg, J. (2017). Deep habits: Workshop as critique in creative writing. Arts and Humanities in 

Higher Education, 16(3), 277-292. 
 
Van Oostrum, D., Steadman-Jones, R., & Carson, Z. (2007). Taking the imaginative leap: Creative 

writing and inquiry-based learning. Pedagogy, 7(3), 556-566. 
 
 
Fine & Performing Arts 
 
Don, G., Garvey, C., and Sadeghpour, M.. (2009). “Theory and Practice: Signature Pedagogies in Music 

Theory.” In Exploring Signature Pedagogies: Approaches to Teaching Disciplinary Habits of Mind 
(pp. 81-99). Stylus Publishing. 

 
Hastings, D. M. (2017). “With grace under pressure”: How critique as signature pedagogy fosters 

effective music performance. Arts and Humanities in Higher Education, 16(3), 252-265. 
 
Kearns, L. (2017). Dance critique as signature pedagogy. Arts and Humanities in Higher Education, 

16(3), 266-276. 
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Klebesadel, H., & Kornetsky, L. (2009). “Critique as signature pedagogy in the arts.” In Exploring 
Signature Pedagogies: Approaches to Teaching Disciplinary Habits of Mind (pp. 99-120). Stylus 
Publishing.  

 
Kornetsky, L. (2017). Signature pedagogy in theatre arts. Arts and Humanities in Higher Education, 

16(3), 241-251. 
 
Kramer, J. & Arnold, A. (2004). “Music 200 ‘Understanding Music’: An Inquiry-Guided Approach to 

Music Appreciation” In. Lee, V. S. (Ed.). Teaching and learning through inquiry: A guidebook for 
institutions and instructors. Stylus Pub Llc. 

 
 
Philosophy 
 
Bloch-Shulan, S.,. (2012). “The Socratic Method: Teaching and Writing About Philosophy’s Signature 

Pedagogy.” In Exploring More Signature Pedagogies: Approaches to Teaching Disciplinary Habits 
of Mind (pp. 15-26). Stylus Publishing. 

 
Donovan, S. K. (2008). Teaching philosophy outside of the classroom: one alternative to service 

learning. Teaching Philosophy, 31(2), 161-177. 
 
Englemann, D. (2005). Teaching students to practice philosophy. In Tim Riordan & James Roth (Eds.) 

Disciplines as frameworks for student learning: Teaching the practice of the disciplines (pp 36-
58).  Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing. 

 
Oxley, J. C., & Ilea, R. (Eds.). (2015). Experiential learning in philosophy. New York, NY: Routledge. 
 
Rudisill, J. (2011). The Transition From Studying Philosophy to Doing Philosophy. Teaching Philosophy, 

34(3), 241-271. 
 
 

Social Sciences Division 
 
Donald, J. G. (2002). Multifaceted thinking: Learning in a social science. In Donald, J. G. (2002). 

Learning to think: Disciplinary perspectives. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. (pp. 131-166). 
 
Economics & Business 
 
Caviglia-Harris, J.L. (2003). Introducing undergraduates to economics in an interdisciplinary setting. The 

Journal of Economic Education, 34(3), 195-203. 
 
Hawtrey, K. (2007). Using experiential learning techniques. The Journal of Economic Education, 38(2), 

143-152. 
 
Maier, M., McGoldrick, K., & Simkins, S., (2012). “Is There a Signature Pedagogy in Economics?” In 

Exploring More Signature Pedagogies: Approaches to Teaching Disciplinary Habits of Mind (pp. 
97-111). Stylus Publishing. 

 
Maxwell, N. L., Mergendoller, J. R., & Bellisimo, Y. (2004). Developing a problem-based learning 

simulation: An economics unit on trade. Simulation & Gaming, 35(4), 488-498. 
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Truscott, M. H., Rustogi, H., & Young, C. B. (2000). Enhancing the macroeconomics course: An 
experiential learning approach. The Journal of Economic Education, 31(1), 60-65. 

 
 
 
 
 
Education 
 
Zambo, D. (2011). Action research as signature pedagogy in an education doctorate program: The reality 

and hope. Innovative Higher Education, 36(4), 261-271. 
 
 
History 
 
Calder, L. (2006). Uncoverage: Toward a signature pedagogy for the history survey. The Journal of 

American History, 92(4), 1358-1370. 
 
Estes, T. (2007). Constructing the syllabus: Devising a framework for helping students learn to think like 

historians. the History teacher, 40(2), 183-201. 
 
Grim, V., Pace, D., and Shopkow, L.. (2004). “Learning to Use Evidence in the Study of History” In 

Decoding The Disciplines: Helping Students Learn Disciplinary Ways of Thinking (pp. 57-66). 
Wiley Periodicals. 

 
Pace, D. (2004). “Decoding the Reading of History: An Example of the Process” In Decoding The 

Disciplines: Helping Students Learn Disciplinary Ways of Thinking (pp. 13-22). Wiley Periodicals. 
 
Slatta, R. (2004). “Enhancing Inquiry-Guided Learning With Technology In History Courses.” In. Lee, V. 

S. (Ed.). Teaching and learning through inquiry: A guidebook for institutions and instructors. 
Stylus Pub Llc. 

 
Sipress, J. & Voelker, D.. (2009). “From Learning History to Doing History” In Exploring Signature 

Pedagogies (pp. 19-35). Stylus Publishing 
 
Spoehr, K. T., & Spoehr, L. W. (1994). Learning to think historically. Educational Psychologist, 29(2), 

71-77. 
 
VanSledright, B. A. (2004). What does it mean to think historically... and how do you teach it?. Social 

education, 68(3), 230-234. 
 
 
Westhoff, L. M. (2012). Historiographic mapping: Toward a signature pedagogy for the methods course. 

The Journal of American History, 98(4), 1114-1126. 
 
 
Sociology 
 
Atkinson, M. P., & Hunt, A. N. (2008). Inquiry-guided learning in sociology. Teaching Sociology, 36(1), 

1-7. 
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Fujieda, E.. (2009). “Signature Pedagogy and the Sociological Imagination” In Exploring Signature 
Pedagogies (pp. 183-206). Stylus Publishing 

 
Grauerholz, L., & Bouma-Holtrop, S. (2003). Exploring critical sociological thinking. Teaching 

Sociology, 485-496. 
 
Leming, M. R. (1990). Prioritizing sociological perspective over concepts. Teaching Sociology, 18(4), 

533-535. 
 
Markham, W. T. (1991). Research methods in the introductory course: To be or not to be?. Teaching 

sociology, 464-471. 
 
Misra, J. (2000). Integrating" the real world" into introduction to sociology: Making sociological concepts 

real. Teaching Sociology, 28(4), 346. 
 
Netting, N. S. (1994). Can an individual change society? Empowering students in a context of social 

reality. Teaching Sociology, 22(2), 200-203. 
 
Silver, I., & Perez, G. (1998). Teaching social theory through students' participant-observation. Teaching 

Sociology, 26(4), 347-353 
 
Political science 
 
Bernstein, J., (2012). “Signature Pedagogies in Political Science: Teaching Students How Political Actors 

Behave” In Exploring More Signature Pedagogies (pp. 85-96). Stylus Publishing. 
 
Murphy, M. C., & Reidy, T. (2006). Exploring political science’s signature pedagogy. Academic 

Exchange Quarterly, 10(4), 1-7. 
 
 

Natural Sciences Division 
 
Brown, S. (2013). “Not knowing" as a pedagogic strategy in the sciences. Radical Pedagogy. Retrieved 

from: https://goo.gl/KlhxbS 
 
 
Biological Sciences 
 
Bauer-Dantoin, A.(2009). “The Evolution of Scientific Teaching Within the Biological Sciences” In 

Exploring Signature Pedagogies (pp. 224-244). Stylus Publishing. 
 
Howard, D. R., & Miskowski, J. A. (2005). Using a module-based laboratory to incorporate inquiry into a 

large cell biology course. Cell Biology Education, 4(3), 249-260. 
 
Kumar, A. (2005). Teaching systems biology: an active-learning approach. Cell biology education, 4(4), 

323-329. 
 
Zolan, M., Strome, S., and Innes, R. (2004). “Decoding Genetics and Molecular Biology: Sharing the 

Movies in Our Heads” In Decoding The Disciplines: Helping Students Learn Disciplinary Ways of 
Thinking (pp. 23-32). Wiley Periodicals. 
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Chemistry. 
 
Gravelle, S., and Fisher, M., (2012). “Signature Pedagogies in Chemistry” In Exploring More Signature 

Pedagogies (pp. 112-128). Stylus Publishing. 
 
Heerden, A. (2005). Articulating the cognitive processes at the heart of chemistry. In Tim Riordan & 

James Roth (Eds.) Disciplines as frameworks for student learning: Teaching the practice of the 
disciplines (pp 94-122).  Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing. 

 
Mathematics & Computer Science 
 
Artigue, M., & Blomhøj, M. (2013). Conceptualizing inquiry-based education in 

mathematics. Zdm, 45(6), 797-810. 
 
Christie, D. (2009). “Signature Pedagogies and SoTL Practices in Computer Science” In Exploring 

Signature Pedagogies (pp. 161-182). Stylus Publishing. 
 
Eckerdal, A., Thuné, M., & Berglund, A. (2005, October). What does it take to learn “programming 

thinking”?. In Proceedings of the first international workshop on Computing education research 
(pp. 135-142). ACM. 

 
Ernie, K., LeDocq, R., Serros, S., and Tong, S., (2009). “Mathematical Reasoning: Challenging Students’ 

Beliefs about Mathematics” In Exploring Signature Pedagogies: Helping Students Learn 
Disciplinary Ways of Thinking (pp. 260-280). Stylus Publishing. 

 
Schoenfeld, A. H. (1992). Learning to think mathematically: Problem solving, metacognition, and sense 

making in mathematics. In D. Grouws (Ed.), Handbook for research on mathematics teaching and 
learning (pp. 334-370). New York: Macmillan. 

 
Pustejovsky, S. (2005). Learning to think mathematically. In Tim Riordan & James Roth (Eds.) 

Disciplines as frameworks for student learning: Teaching the practice of the disciplines (pp 21-
36).  Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing. 

 
Uhl, J., & Davis, W. (1999). Is the Mathematics We Do the Mathematics We Teach?. Contemporary 

issues in mathematics education, 36, 67-74. 
 
Physics 
 
Hestenes, D. (1987). Toward a modeling theory of physics instruction. American journal of physics, 

55(5), 440-454. 
 
Lattery, M., (2009). “Signature Pedagogies in Introductory Physics” In Exploring Signature Pedagogies 

(pp. 280-294). Stylus Publishing. 
 
Nersessian, N. J. (1995). Should physicists preach what they practice?. Science & Education, 4(3), 203-

226. 
 
Psychology 
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Goodyear, R. K. (2007). Toward an effective signature pedagogy for psychology: Comments supporting 
the case for competent supervisors. Professional Psychology: Research and Practice, 38(3), 273-
274. 

 
Peden, B., & VanVoorhis, C. (2009). “Developing Habits of the Mind, Hand, and Heart in Psychology 

Undergraduates” In Exploring Signature Pedagogies (pp. 161-182). Stylus Publishing. 
 

 
Interdisciplinary Programs 

 
Benmayor, R. (2012). Digital testimonio as a signature pedagogy for Latin@ studies. Equity & Excellence 

in Education, 45(3), 507-524. 
 
Garcia, A. C. (2014). “The pedagogy of the real: teaching ‘animals in society’ to undergraduates through 

doing research and disseminating the results.” Radical Pedagogy, 11(2), 1-29. Retrieved from: 
https://goo.gl/svGa11 

 
Fabricant, N. (2015). Resource Wars: An On the Ground Understanding of Mountaintop Removal Coal 

Mining in Appalachia, West Virginia. Radical Teacher, (102), 8. Retrieved from: 
https://goo.gl/vHnQFz 

 
Fahs, B. (2015). The Weight of Trash: Teaching Sustainability and Ecofeminism by Asking 

Undergraduates to Carry Around Their Own Garbage. Radical Teacher, (102), 30. Retrieved from: 
https://goo.gl/R05S7J 

 
Hassel, H., and Nelson, N., (2012). “A Signature Feminist Pedagogy: Connection and Transformation in 

Women’s Studies” In Exploring More Signature Pedagogies (pp.143-155). Stylus Publishing. 
 
Hickey, A. (2016). 12 Notes Toward a Signature Pedagogy for Cultural Studies. The Pedagogies of 

Cultural Studies. 
 
Kastens, K. A., Manduca, C. A., Cervato, C., Frodeman, R., Goodwin, C., Liben, L. S., ... & Titus, S. 

(2009). How geoscientists think and learn. Eos, Transactions American Geophysical Union, 90(31), 
265-266. 

 
Obach, B. K. (2009). Consumption, ecological footprints and global inequality: A lesson in individual and 

structural components of environmental problems. Teaching Sociology, 37(3), 294-300. 
 
Robinson-Keilig, R. A., Hamill, C., Gwin-Vinsant, A., & Dashner, M. (2014). Feminist pedagogy in 

action: Photovoice as an experiential class project. Psychology of Women Quarterly, 38(2), 292-
297. 

 
Rose, S. (1989). “The protest as a teaching technique for promoting feminist activism.” NWSA Journal, 

1(3), 486-490. 
 
Smith, K. (2018). Reading the land: on the ethical foundations of environmental studies’ signature 

pedagogy. Journal of Environmental Studies and Sciences, 8(3), 351-356. 
 
Valley, W., Wittman, H., Jordan, N., Ahmed, S., & Galt, R. (2018). An emerging signature pedagogy for 

sustainable food systems education. Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems, 33(5), 467-480. 
 


